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Challenging the humanities 
In modernity, nature is bifurcated, there is a deep separation between the knowing subject and the 
known object, between realism and intellectualism. However, is the social world bifurcated by the 
practice of science and its conception of man? Or does this separation violates what man ‘really’ is? 
Employing J.L. Austins term, Actor-Network Theory (ANT) states that social sciences are 
‘performative’. It is argued that doing social science co-constitutes the reality it investigates. 
Moreover, ANT emphasizes what is going on in sciences by ‘unmasking’ the conception of a neutral 
observer and revealing the created network of humans and non-humans. 
On the contrary, Merleau-Ponty does not problematize how we perform science. According to him, in 
contemporary social sciences something is lost which needs to be recovered. Merleau-Ponty wants to 
‘save’ a humanistic approach for the humanities and indicates the problematic assumptions of both 
realism and intellectualism, and the hereby ‘presupposed worlds’. 
In this paper I question if these approaches to the humanities are compatible with each other and 
whether it is possible to make an ‘ethical’ or ’political’ plea for humanistic humanities after revealing 
the performative force of scientific practice. 
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